
Title: Jesus’ True Family 

Passage: Mark 3:31-35 

 

Context of Passage: 
Jesus began His public ministry.  Large crowds drew near to Him. 

Mark 3:9-10 

And he told his disciples to have a boat ready for him because of the crowd, lest they crush him, for he had 

healed many, so that all who had diseases pressed around him to touch him. 

Mark 3:20 

Then he went home [Nazareth], and the crowd gathered again, so that they could not even eat.  

 

Seeing all the crowds, associated stress and danger, family sought to intervene. 

Mark 3:21 

And when his family heard it, they went out to seize him, for they were saying, “He is out of his mind.” 

 “seize” = arrest = intervene 

 Out of fleshly state of mind (the Holy Spirit comes later) 

Passage: Mark 3:31-35 

And his mother and his brothers came, and standing outside they sent to him and called him. And a crowd was 

sitting around him, and they said to him, “Your mother and your brothers are outside, seeking you.” And he 

answered them, “Who are my mother and my brothers?” And looking about at those who sat around him, he 

said, “Here are my mother and my brothers! For whoever does the will of God, he is my brother and sister and 

mother.” 

 

Key Verse: 
Mark 3:35 

For whoever does the will of God, he is my brother and sister and mother.” 

 

Importance of Family 

 God created the family as part of His enjoyment and to bring glory to Him. 

 We are the primary witnesses to our family for the Gospel. 

 “It takes a steady hand to carry a full cup.” 

Ephesians 1:4-5 

even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. 

In love he predestined us for adoption to himself as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his 

will, 

 God chose the spiritual family for ahead in His sovereignty. 

Exodus 20:12 

Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long in the land that the Lord your God is giving 

you. 

 God elevated and honored family unit - part of 10 Commandements 

John 19:26-27 

When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to his mother, “Woman, 

behold, your son!” Then he said to the disciple, “Behold, your mother!” And from that hour the disciple took 

her to his own home. 



 Jesus own example 

Four Main Observations 
I. A family expectation (v.31-32) 

II. A crucial question (v.33) 

III. A shocking declaration  (v. 34-35) 

IV. Mark of evidence of true conversation (v. 34-35) 

 

I. A FAMILY EXPECTATION 
Mark 3:31-32 

And his mother and his brothers came, and standing outside they sent to him and called him. And a crowd was 

sitting around him, and they said to him, “Your mother and your brothers are outside, seeking you.” 

 

Jesus’ family (earthly) 

 Jesus’ mother and (half) brothers 

 Jesus was conceived by the Holy Spirit within the virgin Mary.   

 After Jesus was physically born into the world, Mary and Joseph had other children (James, Joseph, 

Simon, Jude) 

Jude 1:1 

Jude, a servant of Jesus Christ and brother of James, To those who are called, beloved in God the Father and 

kept for Jesus Christ: 

 subsequently after the resurrection, even Jesus half-brothers recognized the deity and lordship of Jesus 

Christ. 

Family Expectation: Earthly family ties take precedence over all other relationships or commitments. 

 Here, Jesus family sought to intervene and interrupt Jesus ministry, which was part of God’s plan. 

 Jesus earthly family did not fully understand His plan and purpose. 

Luke 2:44-50 

but supposing him [Jesus] to be in the group they went a day's journey, but then they began to search for him 

among their relatives and acquaintances, and when they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem, searching 

for him. After three days they found him in the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking 

them questions. And all who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his answers. And when his 

parents saw him, they were astonished. And his mother said to him, “Son, why have you treated us so? Behold, 

your father and I have been searching for you in great distress.” And he said to them, “Why were you looking 

for me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father's house?” And they did not understand the saying that he 

spoke to them. 

John 2:3-4 

When the wine ran out, the mother of Jesus said to him, “They have no wine.” And Jesus said to her, “Woman, 

what does this have to do with me? My hour has not yet come.” 

 Earthly mother had a earthly perspective on Jesus’ purpose of His presence. 

The will of God has greater value than family ties where direct conflict. 

 To clarify: we are the primary witnesses to our family for the Gospel.  However, it cannot contradict the 

will of God for our lives. 

 The will of God is the priority and purpose of our lives, not any earthly pleasure or acceptance. 



Deuteronomy 6:4-5 

Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and 

with all your soul and with all your might. 

 

Matthew 16:26 

For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his soul? Or what shall a man give in 

return for his soul? 

2 Corinthians 4:18 

as we look not to the things that are seen but to the things that are unseen. For the things that are seen are 

transient, but the things that are unseen are eternal. 

 

II. A CRUCIAL QUESTION 
Mark 3:33 

And he answered them, “Who are my mother and my brothers?” 

 points to a closer, more intimate, eternal relationship than earthly ties (though earthly family ties are 

very precious) 

John 1:12-13 

But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, who 

were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 

 Different relationships (blood vs. of God - earthly vs. spiritual/heavenly) 

Mark 3:31-32 

And his mother and his brothers came, and standing outside they sent to him and called him. And a crowd was 

sitting around him, and they said to him, “Your mother and your brothers are outside, seeking you.” 

 

III. A SHOCKING DECLARATION 
Mark 3:34-35 

And looking about at those who sat around him, he said, “Here are my mother and my brothers! For whoever 

does the will of God, he is my brother and sister and mother.” 

 Our earthly family is preciously and invaluable (we are to love, minister, pray, plead to God for them). 

 However, they do not above God. 

Matthew 10:37-39 

Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me, and whoever loves son or daughter more 

than me is not worthy of me. And whoever does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me. Whoever 

finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. 

Luke 9:23 

And he said to all, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow 

me. 

 

Spiritual family of God 

1 John 3:1a 

See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God; and so we are.  

Romans 8:16-17 

The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs—heirs of 

God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him. 

 

The purpose of my life is not to be happy but to be made holy by God. 



 

Deuteronomy 6:4-9 

Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and 

with all your soul and with all your might. And these words that I command you today shall be on your heart. 

You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when 

you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise. You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, 

and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on 

your gates. 

 

IV. MARK OF EVIDENCE OF TRUE CONVERSION 
Mark 3:34-35 

And looking about at those who sat around him, he said, “Here are my mother and my brothers! For whoever 

does the will of God, he is my brother and sister and mother.” 

 It is not by doing the will of God we become a child of God.  It is by doing do we show evidence of 

being a child of God. 

We are to bear visible evidence of spiritual fruit  

John 15:16 

You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit 

should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you. 

Matthew 3:8 

Bear fruit in keeping with repentance. 

Matthew 7:21 

“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the one who does the will of 

my Father who is in heaven. 

Matthew 7:24-27 

“Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them will be like a wise man who built his house on 

the rock. And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house, but it did not fall, 

because it had been founded on the rock. And everyone who hears these words of mine and does not do them 

will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand. And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds 

blew and beat against that house, and it fell, and great was the fall of it.” 

 

Romans 12:1-2 

I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and 

acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by 

the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable 

and perfect. 

1 John 2:17 

And the world is passing away along with its desires, but whoever does the will of God abides forever. 

 


